
The tampering and temptations of ‘JFK’ 


Oliver Stone’s JFK is 188 jet- 
speed minutes of our national 
nightmare — and a profession- 
al nightmare for Dim review- 
ers judging it beyond cinematic 
standards. Let Stone embellish 
Jim Morrison in a screen bio, 
and who cares? But embellish 
a generation’s watershed trage- 
dy and here come the sharks. 

Cinema tically, JFK is 90% 
marvel, faltering in domestic 
scenes. Historically, it displays 
enough insidious sleight of 
hand to put Siegfried & Roy out 
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of work. Yet, don't far more 
Gallup Poll-ees than not call 
the Warren Commission’s find- 
ings sleight-of-hand, too? 

This is what Stone effective- 
ly plays on: our continuing 
doubts over who or how many 
killed John Kennedy. His most 
vulnerable decision is making 
ex-New Orleans D.A. Jim Gar- 
rison the hero, given the notori- 
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ety of Garrison’s empty assassi- 
nation conspiracy case against 
local businessman Clay Shaw. 


For his part, Kevin Costner (as 
Garrison) gives his most per- 
suasive performance since No 
Way Out. And in casting chutz- 
pah worthy of Otto Preminger, 
Garrison himself plays Chief 
Justice Earl Warren. 

The film is chillingly seduc- 
tive, refuting the assertion that 
Lee Harvey Oswald was a lone 
gunman — or that one so- 
called “magic bullet" could do 
so much damage to Kennedy 
and Texas governor John Con- 
nally. Other times, JFK feels 


like a bill of goods. When some- 
one speculates that a dead Os- 
wald’s palm print could have 
been planted on the fatal rifle, 
we see someone doing just that. 
Go easy, Ollie, go easy. 

As if Stone ever has — or 
could. Judging it strictly as a 
movie, JFK is provocative, a 
technical primer and an en- 
semble treat with unusually 
well-realized star cameos. It’s a 
provocative near-smash that, 
like it or not, will endure as a 
must-see for years. 
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Stone, above, isn’t known 
for gentle storytelling, with 
‘Platoon’ and 'Bom on the 
Fourth of July’ among his 
credits. Now he's accused 
of playing fast and loose 
with facts in ’JFK,’ which 
furthers the theory that the 
CIA and the military killed 
President Kennedy. Kevin 
Costner, left, plays the New 
Orleans district attorney 
who challenged the Warren 
Commission's findings. 
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History his 
to interpret 
in new film 


Comedian 
Mort Sahl, 
fired for his 
JFK theories, 
speaks about 
the movie, 3D 


By Jefferson Graham 
USA TODAY 

HOLLYWOOD - Oliver 
Stone is on the hot seat 
Accused of rewriting his- 
tory by The Washington 
Post, The Chicago Tribune, 
Esquire and Time during the 
making or his film JFK, he 
felt the heat intensify this 
week as Newsweek and 

iu Time took him to task for 

creating characters that 
didn’t exist and fictionalizing key elements of the story. 

But like a man on a crusade, twice-wounded Vietnam vet 
Stone, 45, passionately believes that he is right and they are 
wrong. Detractors, he contends, are members of the East 
Coast media establishment that reported Lee Harvey Os- 
wald acted alone in killing John F. Kennedy. To support 
Stone’s version would be to admit they erred in reporting. 

“I feel obligated to defend my right to interpret history as 
an artist," says Stone. “I certainly think it’s too dangerous to 
leave to newsmen, who have done such a shoddy job of in- 
terpreting" what happened in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963. 

Stone’s three-hour version focuses on real-life New Or- 
leans District Attorney Jim Garrison, portrayed by Kevin 
Costner as a Jimmy Stewart-like good guy who fights the 
world virtually alone in a quest to prove that the govern- 
ment (CIA, military) killed the president, and that Oswald 
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